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HOUSING AFFORDABILITY 

242. Mr M. McGOWAN to the Minister for Housing: 

I refer to the Premier’s statement last week that there is no housing crisis in Western Australia.  

(1) Why is it that 54 000 men, women and children are now on the public housing waitlist?  

(2) Why is the median price for a home now more than $500 000?  

(3) Will the minister take responsibility for the cut of around one-third in the release of land to the public 
since the Liberal–National government has been in office?  

(4) Will the minister take responsibility for the price of housing in Karratha and Port Hedland climbing by 
$123 000 since the Liberal–National government has been in office?  

Mr W.R. MARMION replied: 

(1)–(4) The Liberal–National government views the housing affordability issue seriously. The part of the 
question that relates to the supply of land should have been directed to the Minister for Planning. As the 
Minister for Housing, the availability of affordable housing is the biggest priority in my portfolio. 
Given that this is my first question on social housing, I will address it in some detail. The member’s 
figures are correct. The public housing waitlist now stands at 23 865, having grown over the past 10 
years from 14 000. What are the reasons for that growth? First, the cost of private housing has risen 
dramatically over the past 10 years. In particular, home and unit prices virtually doubled between 2004 
and 2007 under the previous government’s watch. Rents more than doubled between 2003 and 2008. 

Point of Order 

Mr P.B. WATSON: The minister is clearly reading his answer.  

The SPEAKER: Member for Albany, many members in this place use notes to assist them with their speeches. I 
am aware of the standing orders as far as question time is concerned. I ask that the minister stop continually 
referring to his notes, but continue with his answer.  

Questions without Notice Resumed 

Mr W.R. MARMION: I thank the Speaker for his guidance. My notes have a lot of statistics. I do not know 
every single point, because they are very detailed. I will refer to my notes only when I am looking at figures.  

Interest rates have risen six times over the past 12 months. Naturally, the attractiveness of lower rents in public 
housing is dramatically increasing. More people want public housing because there is a great differential 
between private sector rents and social housing rents. At the end of the 2000–01 financial year the total number 
of social housing dwellings was 37 707. By the end of 2007–08 it had increased by 1 425 to 39 132, or only 203 
extra dwellings a year on average. There was a 0.5 per cent increase in stock every year under the previous 
government. What is this government doing to address the issue of affordability and the demand for social 
housing? Let us be clear about the composition of the public housing list. It does not represent 24 000 people.  

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Order, member for Cockburn!  

Mr W.R. MARMION: Rather, the vast bulk of people who currently have a roof over their head — 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: We have only half an hour of question time today. I formally call the member for Warnbro for 
the second time.  

Mr W.R. MARMION: Any application for social housing that demonstrates an urgent housing need because of 
disability, illness or homelessness is placed on a priority list. The number on that list is 3 694. Let us look at the 
level of housing demand and supply in Western Australia at present. The current rental vacancy rate in Perth is 
4.1 per cent.  

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: The member for Cannington did not ask the question. I am sure the member for Rockingham 
wants an answer and does not want me to stand on my feet continually. I formally call the member for 
Cannington for the first time.  
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Mr W.R. MARMION: The data does not support the claim that there is a crisis in the supply of housing. The 
Department of Housing is looking at this issue very closely, of course. It owns land and it is looking at its land 
stocks and will release as much land as possible. That will reduce the pressure on housing supplies. It will also 
help us keep the median price of houses at its current level or, hopefully, bring it down. Our aim is to bring the 
median house price down and to have it lower than the median house price in other states. All we can do is 
release more land and houses. It has been suggested that I should wind up.  

Several members interjected. 

Mr W.R. MARMION: I assure the member for Rockingham that as the new Minister for Housing, I will be 
doing everything in my power to ensure that we address this issue.  

Point of Order 
Mr T.G. STEPHENS: I seek the tabling of the document that the minister referred to as an official document on 
which there were official statistics.  

The SPEAKER: I will be the judge of that. I ask the member for Nedlands to provide me with that document.  

Questions without Notice Resumed 
Mr M. McGOWAN: I ask a supplementary question. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Noting the time, I rule that supplementary question out of order.  

Sitting suspended from 1.00 to 2.00 pm 
 


